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Domestic Violence Prayer Service
(INSERT CHURCH NAME)
(INSERT DATE AND TIME)
Welcome and Announcements
Pastor
About Domestic Violence 
Education Moment
Prelude
Congregational Song 

U. M. Hymnal #378 Amazing Grace
Selected Scripture
Responsive Reading                             
 The Prayer of St. Francis 

Congregational Prayer
United Methodist Hymnal #489

Instrumentalist (as appropriate)
Solo
Light in the Darkness -Candle Lighting (Candles to be lighted by each survivor as they finish speaking.) 
Prayer for Victims

Prayer for Children and Youth
Prayer for Family and Friends
Prayer for Congregations and Church Leaders
Prayer for Batterers
Prayer of Praise and Victory
Hymn 
U.M. Hymnal #533 We Shall Overcome
Altar Invitation -- Prayer of Healing and Laying on of Hands of any who may come to the altar. 
Pastor
Hymn 
U. M Hymnal #431 Let There Be Peace on Earth
Dismissal
Responsive Reading 
The Prayer of St. Francis

Liturgist: Lord, make us instruments of your peace;

People: Where there is hatred, let us sow love;

Liturgist: Where there is injury, pardon;

People: Where there is doubt, faith;

Liturgist: Where there is despair, hope;

People: Where there is darkness, light;

Liturgist: And where there is sadness, joy.
People: Lord, forgive us when we fall short and grant that we may seek to: 
Liturgist: comfort hurting sisters and brothers rather than to be comforted.

People: To understand, rather than to be understood.

Liturgist: To love, rather than to be loved.
All: Amen
Adapted from the prayer of Francis of Assisi, Italy 13th Century 
If a part of the service is emotionally difficult, please feel free to exit the sanctuary quietly and go to (insert room location). An intercessor is available there and will be glad to pray with you. 
Stats about Domestic Violence





1:4 Women and 1:4 Men are victims of domestic violence at some point in their lives. 


(� HYPERLINK "http://www.cdc.gov/brfss" �CDC Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance Survey 2005�). 


 


1 in 5 female high school students reports being physically and/or sexually abused by a dating partner. (� HYPERLINK "http://www.ndvh.org/educate/abuse_in_america.html" �National Domestic Violence Hotline�)








Domestic Violence is a worldwide problem that is never the victim’s fault. Our faith offers us hope for a better future. Thank you for joining us for our prayer service.





Resources: 


�National Domestic Violence Hotline 1.800.799.SAFE





Hope for Healing.Org


http://www.hopeforhealing.org





Tennessee Coalition Against Domestic and Sexual Violence


http://www.tcadsv.org








Please put cell phones on vibrate or silent during the service. If you should get a phone call that you need to take, we ask that you use the designated cell phone area. Thank you.
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